THE LINGUISTIC PROBLEM                   173
siderable facility in speaking and composi-
tion are, as we ourselves had many occasions
of observing, lamentably deficient in pronun-
ciation----- We therefore venture to ex-
press our opinion that it is desirable that the
study of English should not be permitted
to be begun till a boy can be expected to
understand what is being taught in that
language."1
The Commission also realised that, "unless,
however, a good training in the vernacular is given
in the schools, no effort of the university will
avail. At present the subject is frequently neg-
lected and the teaching is relegated to ill-paid and
incompetent instructors/*2
On this recommendation the Government of
India issued a resolution on
thek Ed*catioaal .Policyia
March 1904, in which it was
said "that in the pursuit of English education the
cultivation of the vernaculars is neglected, with
the result that the hope expressed in the Despatch
of 1854 that they could become the vehicle of
1 Report of the Indian Universities Commission^ 1902, para.
83, p. 24.
id., para. 95-96, p. 28.